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DRAFT 

 
 

 

Members Present: 
Chair Kristin Elinkowski (refrains from voting, unless otherwise noted).  
Vice Chair DeLaina Tonks 
Member Cynthia Phillips  
Member Jim Moss 
Member Bryan Bowles  
Member Krystle Bassett  

Members Absent: 
Member Michelle Smith 

Staff Present: 
Jennifer Lambert 
Rabecca Cisneros 
Michael Clark 
James Madsen 
Amber Hellstrom 
Brett Campbell 

Others Present: 
Scott Jones (USBE), Angela Stallings (USBE),  Teresa Theurer (Board of Regents), Laura Banda 
(CCID), Candice Hansen (CCID), Marie Steffensen (Bonneville Academy). 

Call to Order  
 
Chair Elinkowski called the meeting to order at 10:07 AM.  

Public Comment 
 
No public comment was made. 

Board Chair Report 
 
Executive Director Lambert commented that the USBE parking arms will be active before the 
October meeting, and validation will be dispersed at the receptionist desk.  



Chair Elinkowski reported that the governor’s Education Excellence Commission met on August 
22nd about school safety, Representative Ward will speak to the SCSB about his bill, and USBE 
has a school safety advisory committee that Executive Director Lambert is a member of.  

Consent Calendar 
A) August 9, 2018 Minutes, and B) Monthly Financial Report

Motion 
Vice Chair Tonks moved, and Member Phillips seconded, to "amend the minutes (under the 
“Eclipse International School” section) to say ‘no one was present’ rather than ‘no one was not 
present.” The motion carried unanimously.  

Motion 
Vice Chair Tonks moved, and Member Moss seconded, “to approve (the Consent Calendar).” 
The motion carried unanimously.   

Board Chair and Vice Chair Elections 

Executive Director Lambert commented that she received a nomination for Vice Chair Tonks as 
vice chair, and Chair Elinkowski as chair.  

Motion 
Member Bowles moved, and Member Phillips seconded, to “continue with Chair Elinkowski and 
Vice Chair Tonks.” The motion carried unanimously.  

Transfer Rate Report 

Ms. Amber Hellstrom displayed and discussed the average percentages of transfer rates for 
charter schools spanning the last seven years.   

Ms. Hellstrom noted that the Center for Creativity, Innovation and Discovery; and Bonneville 
Academy both had transfer rates at 9%, while first year schools for the last five years averaged 
16%.  

Data for why students leave their schools, what qualifies as a transfer vs moving, and SAGE was 
discussed.  

School Spotlight – Low Transfer Rate for a First Year School 
Bonneville Academy, and The Center for Creativity, Innovation and Discovery 

Mr. Michael Clark presented on the Center for Creativity, Innovation and Discovery's (CCID) 
low transfer rate, discussing factors thought to contribute towards it, including: “L” shaped 
classrooms, traditional and flexible seating, meaningful learning opportunities with hands-on 
projects, a tinker-space for building and designing, homestead project with goats and chickens, 
and personalized learning plans.  

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/39fb0b_46c5d7d5117549b8b660003103f33f6b.pdf
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A video was shown, and students demonstrated a STEM activity building a bridge out of 
popsicle sticks and binder clips that was strong enough to hold a textbook.   

Board members questioned students on the personalized learning plans and the differences 
between teachers at previous schools compared to CCID. 

Representatives of CCID took a picture with board members and were presented with a certificate 
acknowledging their achievements.  

Bonneville Academy 

Mr. Clark presented on the school’s exceptionally positive culture, how it is strategically placed 
in an area with a lot of growth and community engagement, the principal’s relationships with all 
students and staff, strong student support systems, staggered schedule that allows for each student 
to have more access to their teachers with a smaller student-to-teacher ratio,  

Students presented on loving Bonneville Academy because they could experience the curriculum 
through hands-on opportunities, STEM, coding, and special classes. A video prepared by a sixth-
grade student was shown.  

Representatives of the school were questioned on enrollment, how they are finding time to teach 
core curriculum, business partners and community supporters, grants, managing staggered 
schedule with parents, and meeting the state’s required minutes of instruction.  

Representatives of Bonneville Academy took a picture with board members and were presented 
with a certificate acknowledging their achievements.  

Charter School Assurances Report 
 
Mr. Brett Campbell presented on the status of assurances.  
 
The correlation between struggling schools and training, and the impact of having trainings 
outside of board meetings was discussed.  

School Safety Task Force 
Representative Raymond Ward 
 
Rep. Raymond Ward discussed an ad hoc commission created to discuss school safety, statutory 
authority, threat assessment teams, evidence, Virginia’s Threat Assessment Model, causes of 
student deaths, Utah suicide rate, mental health; wanting an administrator familiar with the 
school, a mental health professional, and a law enforcement professional to comprise the threat 
assessment teams in his bill; and attaching a fiscal note to his bill.  

The board questioned Rep. Ward and discussed how to increase the number of mental health 
professionals in the state, the necessity of the fiscal note, how cooperation and funding would 
work with law enforcement, and the function and operation of Davis County School District’s 
crisis teams. 



Rep. Ward said he would send the language of the legislation to Executive Director Lambert.   

Legislative Priorities Discussion 
 
Member Phillips noted that the Legislative Committee is seeking guidance, wants to avoid 
individual members speaking for the board when an issue has not been discussed, but wants 
members to be able to comment on bills after they have been changed.  

The board directed staff to develop options for a legislative meeting schedule.  

Voluntary School Improvement Program 

Chair Elinkowski discussed additional authorizing tools available to the board, including the 
Voluntary School Improvement Program (VSIP), where a high-performing charter school could 
take over a poor-performing charter school.  

Ramifications of VSIP instead of closure, not wanting to hold liabilities or assets for another 
entity, and a need for having all legal consequences well-thought out before executing it as an 
option were discussed.  

Motion 
Vice Chair Tonks moved, and Member Moss seconded, “to explore this (VSIP) further, and 
answer all-of those legal questions, and put that together into something we can take 
recommendations on next month.” The motion carried unanimously.  

Innovative Student Improvement Program 

Executive Director Lambert discussed the benefits of allowing schools to implement their own 
nimble and low-cost/risk programs. Requesting $200,000 a year of ongoing money for the 
Innovative Student Improvement Program (ISIP) was discussed.  

Motion 
Vice Chair Tonks moved, and Member Bowles seconded, “that we support asking for $200,000 
in ongoing funding to support our ISIP program.” The motion carried unanimously.  

WPU 

Supporting a higher WPU ask than in previous years was discussed.  

Motion 
Member Phillips moved, and Member Bowles seconded, “that the Legislative Committee be 
directed by this board to lean towards support of the USBE and superintendent’s WPU ask for 
the upcoming legislative session.” The motion carried unanimously. 

School Safety Task Force 

Motion 
Member Phillips moved, and Member Bassett seconded, “that the legislative Committee be 
directed by this board to generally support the threat assessment and fiscal note, that is 



preliminarily coming from Rep. Ward, in its early interim discussions with legislators.” 
 
Discussion to the Motion: 
 
Wanting to see the language, and the fear of undue hardship to schools was discussed.   

Amendment to the Motion 
Member Phillips amended her above motion, and Member Bassett seconded, so that it is 
“contingent upon language supported by the board,” thus the motion became “that the 
Legislative Committee be directed by this board to generally support the threat assessment and 
fiscal note, that is preliminarily coming from Rep. Ward, in its early interim discussions with 
legislators, contingent upon the language supported by the board.” The motion carried 
unanimously.  

Adjourn 
 
Member Moss moved to adjourn.  
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