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MINUTES OF THE 
UTAH STATE CHARTER SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

Thursday, May 12, 2016 
USOE – Board Rooms 

 

DRAFT 
 

Members Present: 
Chair Howard Headlee 
Vice Chair Kristin Elinkowski 
Member DeLaina Tonks 
Member Tim Beagley 
Member Bruce Davis 
Member Dean Brockbank 
Member Robert Enger 
 
Staff Present: 
Marlies Burns 
Jennifer Lambert 
David Thomas 
Joe Heywood 
Blanca Estrada 
Rabecca Cisneros 
Jo Schmitt 
 
Others present: 
Terryl Warner, Chris Allen, Warren Shenk, Joylin Lincoln, Steve Davis, Keith Facer, Brenda Spearman, Tina 
Smith, John Campbell, Brent Pace, Bryan Cowley, Cory Johnson, Amanda Penton, Darren Hensley, Julie 
Adamic, Debby Llewelyn, Carolyn Sharette, David Sharette, Brad Findley, Phil Collins, Colin Bush, Dave 
Blackwell, LeMira Wheelwright, Dee Henderson, David Rumfield, Alan Shino, Judy Runolfson 
 
 
Call to Order 
Chair Howard Headlee called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Chair Howard Headlee led the board and those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
Board Chair Report 
Chair Howard Headlee stated that this meeting is officially the last SCSB Meeting Member Tim Beagley would 
be in attendance.  Chair Headlee recognized the enormous contribution Member Beagley has made to the SCSB 
and the charter movement in Utah, serving on the board for 8 years and as chair during some very challenging 
times and leading some important initiatives. 
 
Chair Headlee stated he had met with the USBE last month and has drafted a letter in response addressing some 
of the issues that were discussed at that meeting.  As reflected in that letter, there will be some follow-up items 
by the SCSB regarding a conflict of interest policy and procedures in the July SCSB meeting. 
 
Chair Headlee also recognized a new employee, Rabecca Cisneros.  She will fill the role of Training Manager in 
the Charter School Section. 
 
 
Consent Calendar 
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MOTION: Member Bruce Davis moved and Member Robb Enger seconded to approve the consent calendar 
which contained the draft minutes from the April 14 and April 25, 2016 meetings, Jefferson Academy’s request 
to amend its Charter Agreement, revolving loans for three schools totaling $805,400, CSPS: School 
Achievement report SY15, the 2016-2017 meeting schedule for the SCSB, and Early Intervention Grant awards, 
totaling $798,739.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
 
 
360 Evaluation Report 
Member Tim Beagley stated that as the board members are aware, over the last couple of months there has been 
a 360 degree evaluation and survey conducted to address the performance of the SCSB and staff.  Mr. Beagley 
introduced John Campbell, from Panoramic Feedback, to present the report and feedback that was found 
through the survey.  DeLaina Tonks, a member of the staffing committee, presented suggestions and ideas to 
move forward in addressing the survey feedback. 
 
Chair Headlee stated that in the 360 report, there were items of feedback that identified individuals.  Mr. 
Campbell was requested to remove those from the public document to protect the privacy of those people and if 
there was anything that needed discussed, the SCSB would meet in an executive session where it is more 
appropriate.   
 
 
New School – Bonneville Academy 

• Bonneville Academy proposes to open in the Tooele School District with an ultimate enrollment of 702 
students in grades K-8, beginning in the 2017-2018 school year.  Bonneville Academy was 
recommended as the SCSB’s 4th priority to the USBE in January 2016.  The USBE denied approval of 
their application because of concerns received from Tooele County School District specific to special 
education, serving homeless students and knowledge of how to operate a public school.  Bonneville 
Academy presented revised information and indicated their changes would resolve concerns raised. 
 

MOTION: Vice Chair Kristin Elinkowski moved and Member DeLaina Tonks seconded to recommend for 
approval to the USBE Bonneville Academy to begin operation in the 2017-2018 school year.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
 
New School – Ivy Preparatory Academy 

• Ivy Preparatory Academy proposes to open in the Provo School District with an ultimate enrollment of 
530 students in grades K-6, beginning in the 2017-2018 school year.  In the January 2016 meeting the 
SCSB received information that Ivy Preparatory Academy had changed the location of its proposed 
charter school from Davis School District to Provo School District.  The SCSB took action and invited 
the school to return with a plan for the alternative location. 
 

MOTION: Vice Chair Kristin Elinkowski moved and Member Robb Enger seconded to recommend for 
approval to the USBE Ivy Preparatory Academy to begin operation in the 2017-2018 school year.  Vice Chair 
Elinkowski also made comment to her motion that she feels there is still a few weaknesses in the community 
support and if the school is not 100% ready to open for the 2018 school year, they come back to the SCSB for 
an additional year of preparation.  The motion carried with affirmative votes from Vice Chair Kristin 
Elinkowski and Members Robb Enger, Bruce Davis, DeLaina Tonks, and Tim Beagley.  Member Dean 
Brockbank abstained from the vote stating he was not present for the discussion. 
 
 
APA-Salem Voluntary Charter Improvement Program proposal 
Chair Howard Headlee handed over the “chair” to Vice Chair, Kristin Elinkowski stating out of an abundance 
of caution, he recused himself from participation in this portion of the agenda stating he feels it has generated 
some of the discussion the SCSB encountered last month.  Chair Headlee went on to state he feels there is some 
misperceptions in his relationship with this particular application, but doesn’t want his recusal to imply that 
there is a relationship. 
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Executive Director Marlies Burns presented to the SCSB American Preparatory Academy-Salem’s Voluntary 
Charter Improvement Process proposal. 
 
MOTION: Member Bruce Davis moved and member Robb Enger seconded to accept American Preparatory 
Academy-Salem’s Voluntary Charter Improvement Process proposal as presented.  The motion carried with 
affirmative votes from Members Bruce Davis, Robb Enger, DeLaina Tonks, Tim Beagley, and Dean 
Brockbank.  Chair Howard Headlee had recused himself from the vote. 
 
 
Reconsideration of action regarding Aristotle Academy 
Representatives from Aristotle Academy presented a Voluntary School Improvement Process proposal to the 
SCSB. 
 
MOTION: Member Robb Enger moved and Member DeLaina Tonks seconded to terminate Aristotle 
Academy’s charter, and give the school all its rights and remedies pursuant to the termination statute in 53A-1a-
510.2a. 
 
SUBSITUTE MOTION: Member Tim Beagley moved and Member Bruce Davis seconded to allow Aristotle 
Academy to enter into the Voluntary School Improvement Process, report back to the SCSB within 30 days of 
any potential candidates and at that time the SCSB could meet and take further action, and to remove the 4th 
option of allowing things to continue. 
 
AMENDED MOTION: Vice Chair Kristin Elinkowski moved that within 30 days there is no viable suitor 
(either the school district where the school is located or a high performing charter school) has come forward to 
accept transferring operation and control of Aristotle Academy, to propose terminate the school’s charter. 
 
The amended substitute motion carried with affirmative votes from Members Bruce Davis, Dean Brockbank, 
Tim Beagley and Vice Chair Kristin Elinkowski.  Members DeLaina Tonks, Robb Enger and Chair Howard 
Headlee voted in opposition of the motion. 
 
 
Action-Revised Charter Agreement Exhibit A 
Executive Director Marlies Burns led the discussion pertaining to the proposed changes to the school 
accountability measures in Exhibit A of the Charter Agreement.  David Thomas, legal counsel to the SCSB, led 
the discussion regarding changes in Section 4.3 of the Charter Agreement regarding notice of concern, warning 
and probation. 
 
MOTION: Member Dean Brockbank moved and Member Bruce Davis seconded to adopt the changes outlined 
in Section 4.3a of the Charter Agreement, revising the language so staff may on their own accord, issue a Notice 
of Concern; also strike the reference to a timetable in which the concerns should be resolved. 
 
AMENDED MOTION: Member DeLaina Tonks moved to amend the motion to add “this is the process we 
follow, but for items of extreme emergencies that are covered in statute” language in the processes that are 
followed.  Member Dean Brockbank, the maker of the original motion, stated he feels the amended motion 
significantly changes the action his motion addresses and feels it should be a separate discussion and motion. 
 
Because the amended motion was not accepted by Member Dean Brockbank, the original motion was voted on 
and carried unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Member Dean Brockbank moved and Member Robb Enger seconded to approve the proposed 
changes to Exhibit A of the Charter Agreement.  The motion carried with affirmative votes from Members Dean 
Brockbank, Robb Enger, Bruce Davis, Tim Beagley, and Vice Chair Kristin Elinkowski.  Member DeLaina 
Tonks voted in opposition of the motion stating she wouldn’t support the motion with not knowing the 
“weighting” parameters. 
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Action-Amendment Policy 
Because of time parameters and restraints, this agenda item will be addressed in a later meeting.   
 
 
Discussion-Facility Contract Review Policy 
Because of time parameters and restraints, this agenda item will be addressed in a later meeting.   
 
 
Executive Session 
MOTION: Member Bruce Davis made motion to move into closed session for the purpose of discussing the 
character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual. The Board was polled and by 
unanimous consent of those present, the Board moved into closed session.  The motion was seconded by 
Member DeLaina Tonks. 
 
MOTION: Motion was made by Member Bruce Davis and seconded by Member DeLaina Tonks to reconvene 
into open meeting.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
 
 
Adjourn 
MOTION: Member Bruce Davis moved to adjourn.  The motion was carried unanimously. 


