
 

 

UTAH STATE CHARTER SCHOOL BOARD 
250 East 500 South     P.O. Box 144200     Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4200     Phone: 

801.538.7720     http://www.utahscsb.org 

 
Chair Kristin Elinkowski Director Jennifer Lambert Michelle Smith  Bryan Bowles  
Vice Chair DeLaina Tonks Cynthia Phillips    Jim Moss          Krystle Bassett 
         

 

Date:   December 6, 2019 

To:  Steve Barnes, Board Chair 

From:   Kristin Elinkowski, Chair, Utah State Charter School Board 

Subject: Letter of Certification for Mountain West Montessori Academy 

 

Certifications: 

The Utah State Charter School Board (SCSB) certifies or provides information for the following: 

a) Mountain West Montessori Academy’s (MWMA) charter is in place and is in good standing. 

1. Chartering requirements are met. 

2. No outstanding or unresolved concerns exist. 

3. MWMA has no deficiencies; in other words, MWMA is not on Warning or Probation 

status. 

b) Mission: Founded upon the Montessori philosophy, the mission of Mountain West 

Montessori academy is to facilitate student-centered learning and intellectual curiosity 

through an individualized curiosity through an individualized and interdisciplinary 

curriculum, hands-on experience, and community involvement. 

c) Key Elements 

 Key Element 
Tracked 
2016* 

1 
Address student choice through individual work plans; student selection of materials; 
interest-based projects; constructivist learning theory; and opportunities for 
independence. 

Yes 

2 The Montessori classroom includes students working individually or in small 
collaborative groups through areas of specialized curriculum. 

Yes 
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 Key Element 
Tracked 
2016* 

3 

Students are encouraged to use hands-on didactic materials to learn concepts, and 
experience concepts using a variety of sensory experiences. MWMA’s classrooms will 
contain an extensive sequence of manipulative materials, lessons, and hands-on activities. 
Teachers will present the materials to students at the appropriate stage of development, 
and the materials will be natural and self-correcting. 

Yes 

4 
Emphasis on a guided-discovery approach to learning in which students’ interaction with 
the environment build cognitively upon their prior knowledge to facilitate the acquisition 
of new information. 

Yes 

5 The Montessori curriculum encompasses Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social 
Studies, Peace Education, and inclusive interpersonal skills such as conflict resolution.  

Yes 

6 
Student academic goals for the year will be established and reviewed during Parent-
Teacher Conference, and individual progress will be charted through a computer-based 
record-keeping system. 

Yes 

7 
Montessori curriculum is designed to highlight the connections between disciplines, 
teach big picture concepts through narrative lessons, and use authentic contexts and real-
life situations to encourage transfer and application of knowledge. 

Yes 

8 Classrooms are composed of mixed ages, allowing a greater range of social interaction in 
the classroom community, as well as peer tutoring opportunities and skill reinforcement. 

Yes 

9 Supplementary curriculum is based on scientific research, adaptability to differentiation, 
financial feasibility, and skill-orientation rather than grade orientation. 

Yes 

10 
Each classroom will contain approximately 25 students, one teacher, and one 
paraprofessional. This ratio will be slightly higher in Junior High to accommodate 
scheduling. 

Yes 

*Self-report from January 2016 survey, not verified 

School Response:  
Since its inception in 2014, Mountain West Montessori Academy has implemented its mission with 
fidelity by providing authentic Montessori education to students in grades K-9.  
• Student-Centered Learning & Intellectual Curiosity:  
Each MWMA elementary classroom has a full-time, highly qualified lead teacher as well as a part-time 
dedicated para-educator, which logistically allows for small group and individual instruction to 
predominate. Approximately 85% of classroom instruction is done in small groups or individually, with 
independent follow-up work completed by students. Every classroom is filled with shelves containing 
manipulatives and other materials and lessons for students to choose from. Students are offered multiple 
choices so that interest and engagement leads their learning and they develop non-cognitive skills such as 
initiative, academic tenacity, and time management. Igniting and maintaining the intellectual curiosity of 
students is a major focus of instruction, and each teacher presents the Montessori “Great Lessons” every 
year, which inspire children’s curiosity by inviting them to think big and ask big questions, and introduce 
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them to the myriad interesting topics that exist for study. The lessons are an overview of the whole 
universe, and lead to the study of many science, history, language, and math topics throughout the year’s 
curriculum. Teachers at MWMA work diligently to maintain the spark of intellectual curiosity that 
enables students to be life-long learners, and follow student interests whenever possible.  
In middle school, every student completes a year-long, interest-based course in seventh, eighth, and ninth 
grade, with increasing complexity each year. In this Capstone class, students select a topic of study and 
research it throughout the year, writing surveys, interviewing experts, job shadowing during field 
experiences, and completing an extensive essay as well as a creative project for display. At the end of the 
year, MWMA holds a Capstone Maker Fair where students exhibit and explain their projects to parents, 
teachers, and other students. Every student project is unique, based on the individual interests and study 
paths the student has selected.  
• Individualized & Interdisciplinary Curriculum:  
In elementary classrooms, students use individualized work plans to choose and track their work. 
Students have a protected, 3-hour work cycle in which they learn to manage their own time, using their 
work plan to decide what they will complete and to record their own work. Teachers hold students 
accountable for quality work completion and assign homework based on work not completed in class. In 
addition, MWMA’s mixed aged Montessori classrooms (lower elementary classrooms contain first 
through third grade students, upper elementary classrooms contain fourth through sixth grade students) 
allow students to work ahead with older peer mentors, or receive additional lessons and help along with 
younger students in the classroom, individualizing instruction and allowing students to progress at their 
own pace, with extra support as needed. As previously mentioned, small group and individual instruction 
allows for more individualized help, greater opportunity for comprehension checks, and more targeted 
interventions.  
Montessori elementary curriculum uses “cultural studies” such as history, botany, zoology, and 
geography to continually reinforce and expand literacy instruction in the classroom, and the previously 
mentioned “Great Lessons” help students to see the connections between subject matter.  
In middle school, faculty members collaborate across classes to create interdisciplinary connections, for 
example linking AP Human Geography with our Geography & World Cuisines cooking elective. In 
addition, elements of each student’s Capstone project are supported in other classes, such as an extensive 
essay which is incorporated into English Language Arts for organization, editing, and review.  
Many options exist for individualized help, including free after-school math tutoring and a peer mentoring 
program. MWMA’s Clubs are student-initiated and run, under the supervision of a faculty advisor, and 
middle school electives are determined in consideration of the interests of the students. For example, this 
year we offer an elective Trigonometry course, based on student requests.  
• Hands-On Experience & Community Involvement  
As previously mentioned, MWMA’s elementary classrooms contain a vast variety of hands-on 
manipulatives and activities for learning. Of our thirteen elementary lead teachers, ten are experienced 
and/or certified Montessori educators and the remaining three will pursue a Montessori credential within 
the next two years. Well-versed in Montessori constructivist philosophy, our teachers value and 
implement authentic, hands-on learning experiences for our students.  
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One example: MWMA recently received an Innovations grant which has allowed us to purchase a 
soundproof booth containing audio recording equipment. Students will be able to perfect their classroom 
writing assignments, then sign up for a time to rehearse and record themselves reading their writing 
sample. Middle school students are currently being trained to operate the equipment so they can facilitate 
the recording, and the final product will be edited into episodes for our school podcast, “Do You See?” 
(found on our school website at www.mwmacademy.org and on iTunes, Spotify, or Speaker). This real-
life experience with an authentic outcome is a real-world incentive for students to edit their writing, as 
well as an exercise in reading fluency as they rehearse for their recording. In addition, we share with our 
school community the output of our learners, and parents and our school community will be able to enjoy 
listening to their children’s stories.  
We also facilitate a large number of field trips at Mountain West Montessori, including a three day camp 
experience for every middle school student at Camp Roger, in which we implement outdoor learning 
activities, both academic and team-building, and our students plan and cook all the meals, as well as 
cleaning up afterward. These types of experiences get students out into the community, foster their 
independence, and expose them to authentic learning opportunities. 
 

d) MWMA has four goals identified in their charter, have met all four. 

1. 90% of parents indicate on the annual stakeholder survey they have integrated 
Montessori methods/idea into their home. 

Year Percent 
2017 --* 
2018 83 
2019 96 

*Question not on parent survey 

2. 100% of students complete two “Great Lessons” annually. 
Year Percent 

2017 100 
2018 100 
2019 100 

*As reported by teachers, unverified 
 

  



 

 

UTAH STATE CHARTER SCHOOL BOARD 
250 East 500 South     P.O. Box 144200     Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4200     Phone: 

801.538.7720     http://www.utahscsb.org 

 
Chair Kristin Elinkowski Director Jennifer Lambert Michelle Smith  Bryan Bowles  
Vice Chair DeLaina Tonks Cynthia Phillips    Jim Moss          Krystle Bassett 
         

3. 100% of elementary students use individualized work plans showing the use of 
manipulatives or student-created materials at least weekly. 

Year Percent 
2017 100 
2018 100 
2019 100 

*Reported as informal data; assumes standard practice 

4. 100% of junior high students complete at least one interest-based project in their 
portfolio annually. 

Year Percent 
2017 100 
2018 100 
2019 100 

 
 

e) Percent of students proficient on state assessments 

Year 
Language Arts Math Science 

School State School State School State 
2016 38% 44% 34% 47% 35% 49% 
2017 35% 44% 36% 46% 31% 48% 
2018 35% 45% 33% 46% 34% 49% 

 
f) Budgeted and actual revenues for the last 3 years 

  2017 2018 2019 
  Revenue Expenditure Revenue Expenditure Revenue Expenditure 
Budget 3,376,524 3,334,830 3,522,746 3,492,831 3,767,782 3,687,009 
Actual 3,412,055 3,255,874 3,620,632 3,402,138 3,868,865 3,510,306 
% Variance 1.05% -2.37% 2.78% -2.60% 2.68% -4.79% 
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g) Enrollment  
1. History by school and grade 

 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Total 
2020 51 54 52 53 56 49 56 46 43 43 503 
2019 53 54 54 51 49 61 56 42 53 25 498 
2018 54 51 54 54 59 56 46 52 34 29 489 
2017 48 49 53 60 54 53 55 36 48 35 491 
2016 52 46 58 52 53 51 50 69 53 10 494 
2015 52 58 58 48 56 56 53 66 23 - 470 

2. MWMA current enrollment limit according to the charter agreement is 536. 

3. MWMA’s re-enrollment for the last three years is 101.8% ,99.6%, and 99.4%. Re-

enrollment is greater than 80% 

4. MWMA’s ADM for the last three years was 99.5%, 101.3%, and 100% over the 

previous year. The ADM for the last three consecutive years is greater than 90%. 

5. Comparison schools 

 

% 
English 
Learners 

SY20 

% 
Minority 

SY20 

% Economic 
Disadvantaged 

SY20 

% Students 
w/Disabilities 

SY20 

% Points 
Earned, State 

Accountability 
SY18 

DIBELS, 
Reading on 
Grade Level 

SY19 
Mountain West 
Montessori 1% 17% 19% 19% 42% 76% 

Nearby Schools  
Daybreak ES 4% 20% 20% 11% 56% 76% 
Midas Creek ES 1% 11% 11% 14% 56% 53% 
Eastlake ES 2% 19% 12%   9% 56% 55% 
Similar Schools  
Ascent 
Farmington 1% 15% 24% 16% 52% 84% 

Maria Montessori 1% 21% 23% 23% 34% 54% 
Edison - South 0% 19% 19% 19% 51% 69% 
District/State       
Jordan SD 5% 23% 23% 13%  72% 
State 10% 26%% 33% 13% 71% 

Data was retrieved from the 2018 Utah School Report Card Rank List. Comparison schools were selected via proximity to the 
charter school site. Similar schools were identified through the Compare Schools function on the USBE Data Gateway. 


